Expectations and Information

Honors Biology and Biotechnology

Dr. Fowler.

Welcome to my classroom.  I expect this year will be both challenging and enjoyable for you.  My goal is to have you learn some things about the science of Biology and/or Biotechnology and about how to succeed at the high school level and in the world at large.   I hope that you will leave this classroom with a good knowledge of the biological sciences, with a strong ability to think critically, and to be better self-managers.  This information sheet is intended to help you to navigate this class and offers help on how to be successful in your future learning endeavors.

Materials required/preparation:
· Always bring a pen, pencil, and paper to each class.

· You will be required to purchase or obtain a 1-2” 3 ring binder for all of your note-keeping and lab write-ups (about $2.00).  This will be kept in the classroom to prevent loss.

· You may request a textbook be given to you to take home and study from.  There will be a classroom set of textbooks that we will use from time to time.  This way you will not have to carry your assigned textbook backwards and forwards to school.

Safety:
Always follow all laboratory directions and work toward safety for everyone.  We will look at specific elements of lab safety during each class.  You may also be asked to sign a safety contract.

My Website:
· My class website is: http://olhs.cksd.wednet.edu/staff/timf/  It is an EXTREMELY VALUABLE resource that I expect you to visit and use it regularly (The school has hundreds of computers…make a regular time to visit one if you don’t have access from home).

· I UPDATE THIS SITE DAILY and on it maintain a daily diary of events with hot-links to assignments, review aids, important dates etc. 

· You will never have to ask “Did you do anything whilst I was away” (A classic!) or “What are we doing today”.  You (and your parents) should know when homework is due, what you missed, or when the next test or major assignment is.  Note:  this means YOU HAVE NO EXCUSES!

· My school e-mail address is: timf@cksd.wednet.edu …… USE IT!

Attendance/Tardy:
· This fast-paced class and is based heavily on inquiry and Socratic interaction.  As such it has an emphasis on labs and other self-directed classroom activities. Many of these activities rely on the interaction of you, your peers, and teacher and participation in these activities is vital for a passing grade.   Bottom line….If you are regularly absent (>10 days/semester) you will struggle to do well in my class.

· Don’t be tardy.  You will get one warning.  Do it again and I will assign 1 hour of work-study. Chronic offenders will receive, in addition, an administrative referral.

Late-work policy:
· Exercise good self-management when given assignments and do them in a timely manner.  Work within a unit generally builds on itself and failure to complete work will impact your ability to function effectively in class, your understanding of the material, and ultimately your final grade.
· It is your responsibility to find out what work you missed. You probably will not be able to repeat a lab but you will be given equivalent make-up work.
Other Do’s and Don’ts:
· The biggest sin you can commit in my classroom is to interfere with the learning of other students. Don’t do it….ever!

· Be Reasonable, Responsible, and Respectful.  Please manage your behavior in my classroom according to these three R’s.

· Self-Management is something else we will discuss in class on a regular basis.

· You will remain in you assigned seat for the entire semester unless we agree otherwise.

· No personal electronic devices are allowed in sight at Olympic High School. This includes CDs, MP3 players, Cell phones, Gaming devices, earbuds, etc.  Any such devices in sight in my classroom WILL be confiscated.
· Ask questions and communicate.  The more you interact with Dr. F. and your classmates the more you, your peers, and Dr. F. will benefit and learn.

· If you make an appointment to see me then I will set aside time from my day to meet with you.   Please respect that effort and keep the appointment or give notice that you will not be able to make it.

I am looking forward to us all having fun and being successful this semester.

Dr. Fowler.

Student ___________________  Also please print name __________________
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