Practice Q's Earth History

What is the estimated age of the earth?

What is an isotope?


What is the radioactive half life of an isotope?

If the half-life of a radioactive isotope is 4000 years, how much will be left in a fossil after 4000 years? after 8000 years?

In fact 4700 years is the half life of the C14 isotope.  Why isn’t this a useful isotope to measure the age of rocks?

Does the half-life of a radioactive isotope change?

How can the age of a fossil be determined?

The most reliable method of dating absolute age of rocks is:

a.  superposition

b.  rates of sedimentation

c.  salinity in the ocean

d.  radioactivity

How are fossils formed?

Why are fossils so rare?

What is the difference between absolute and sequential time?

What is the name of the large mass of land that all the continents joined into one?

A.  Proto America
 
 

B.  Pangea
 
 

C.  Russia
 
 
 
 

D.  The Mantle

What caused the continents to separate?
 
 

a.  the moons gravitational pull 
 

b.  weather patterns
 
 

c.  continental drift
 
 

d.  earthquakes

About how old was the earth when the continents split up?

A.  6000 years old
 
 

B.  1 million years old
 
 

C.  500 thousand years old
 
 

D.  4.3 billion years old
 
 

E.  200 million years old

What evidences the theory that the continents were once joined?

A.  Fossils
 
 

B.  The Earths magnetic field
 
 

C.  New technology
 
 
 

D.  Water salinity
