Radiometric dating notes

Isotopes 
Radioactive elements 

Half-life 

Radiometric dating 
Some examples:
Potassium 40 Argon 40.  Half life = 1.3 billion years

Uranium 238 decays to Lead 206.  Half life = 4.5 billion years

A graph showing C14 decay:

Draw 
Time

%C14

Today

100

5600

50



% C14

11200

25

16800

12.5

22400

6.25

28000

3.125









Time
