Defined Vocabulary for Ecology
	
	

	1.  Ecosystem: 


	a system formed by the interaction of a community of organisms with their environment

	2.  Biomass: 


	the amount of living matter in a given habitat

	3.  Producer: 


	an organism that is able to produce its own food from inorganic substances

	4.  Consumer: 


	an organism, usually an animal, that feeds on plants or other animals

	5.  Trophic Level: 


	any class of organisms that occupy the same position in a food chain

	6.  Food (or Energy) Chain: 


	a series of organisms, the smallest being fed upon by a larger one, which in turn feeds a still larger one, etc.

	7.  Abiotic Factor: 


	non-living environmental factors

	8.  Biotic Factor: 


	living environmental factors

	9.   Habitat: 


	place that is natural for the life and growth of an organism

	10.  Niche: 


	the position or function of an organism in a community of plants and animals

	11.  Autotroph: 


	any organism capable of self-nourishment by using inorganic materials as a source of nutrients and using photosynthesis or chemosynthesis as a source of energy

	12.  Heterotroph: 


	An organism that cannot synthesize its own food and is dependent upon complex organic substances for nutrition

	13.  Decomposer: 


	an organism, usually a bacterium or fungus, that breaks down the cells of dead plants and animals into simpler substances

	14.  Limiting Factor: 


	an environmental factor that tends to limit population size

	15.  Ecological Succession: 


	the progressive replacement of one community by another until a climax community is established

	16.  Symbiosis:  

	any interdependent or mutually beneficial relationship between two organisms

	17.  Commensalism: 


	living with, on, or in another, without injury to either

	18.  Parasitism: 


	one in which an organism obtains benefits from a host which it usually injures

	19.  Food (or energy) Web: 
	the entire network of food chains in an ecological community

	20.  Scavenger: 
	an organism that feeds on dead organic matter


