Evolution Vocabulary:





Name_____________
The definitions are given.  Find 1 characteristic and an (additional) example for each vocabulary word.

1. Natural Selection:  Differential reproductive success of phenotypes resulting from interaction with the natural environment.
2. Phylogeny: The evolutionary history of a species.
3. Biodiversity:  Number and relative abundance of species in a biological 
community.  Example: Seven species of grass plants in the same prairie.
4. Species:  A group of individuals with similar anatomical characteristics and capable of interbreeding to produce fertile offspring.
5. Variation:  Differences in characteristics among individual species. Example: The length of the abdomen in 1 species of adult beetle varies an average of 1.5 mm.
6. Adaptation: Any alteration of structure, behavior, or function that makes an organism more reproductively successful.
7. Extinction:  Coming to an end or dying out of a species, for example: The dodo bird (Raphus cucullatus).
8. Biological Evolution:  Changes in life forms over time.
9. Speciation: The evidence of new species evolving.

